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when all the acts of men are making for confusion it is such a relief to 
have something related to the mind which is certain, and psychoanalysis 
is certain. But this is a valuable book at this stage of the subject. 

Herbert Adolphus Miller 
Oberlin College 



Margaret Fuller: A Psychological Biography. By Kathertne 
Anthony. New York: Harcourt, Brace & Howe, 1920. Pp. 
223. $2.25. 

Miss Anthony's life of Margaret Fuller is characteristic of a new 
type of biography which will undoubtedly become more and more 
popular. It is not a mere chronological account of the surface events 
of a life, it is an attempt to probe into the underlying motives which 
shape the individual personality and determine the nature of the response 
to the external situation. 

In order to attain this deeper knowledge, Miss Anthony has made 
use of psychoanalytic principles in the interpretation of Margaret 
Fuller's personal history. Her method brings fruitful results. We are 
shown that Margaret's early life was shaped by a fixation on her father, 
an influence which dominated her destiny until the end. 

While this explanation of Margaret Fuller's career might prove 
entirely satisfactory to the lay reader, the psychologist is curious to 
know why Miss Anthony is satisfied with the discovery of this one 
unconscious motive. There are points in Margaret Fuller's history 
which suggest that she was motivated not only by a "father complex" 
but also by a "will to power." Surely the complex reactions of the 
human organism can be conditioned by more than one unconscious 
motive. To the reader particularly interested in psychology it would 
also seem possible to have developed the theme of the father complex 
still more convincingly than Miss Anthony has done. Dr. Dooley, in 
her analysis of Charlotte Bronte, suggested that Miss Bronte never 
quite freed herself from the complexes of her early life so that she never 
found complete satisfaction in marriage and motherhood. In Margaret 
Fuller's preference for a liaison to marriage, and in her resignation to 
death, on which Miss Anthony dwells without going into the psychology, 
there might well be psychological motives analogous to those which Dr. 
Dooley analyzed in the case of Charlotte Bronte. 

But since Miss Anthony intends her book for general consumption, 
it may be that she felt it wiser not to plunge her readers too deeply into 
the new psychology. However that may be, she has at least succeeded 
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in writing a suggestive and exceedingly interesting biography, and It is 
to be hoped that other writers in this field will follow her example. 

Phyllis Blanchard 

Beixevce Hospital 
New York City 

Taboo and Genetics, A Study of the Biological, Sociological, and 
Psychological Foundation of the Family. By M. M. Knight, 
Iva Lowther Peters, and Phyllis Blanchard. New 
York: Moffat, Yard & Company, 1920. Pp. xv+301. $3.00. 

The book has three main theses. The first thesis is that sex in man- 
kind is a quantitative thing rather than a qualitative one; that a fertil- 
ized egg is predisposed to develop into a male or a female child, rather 
than that it is predetermined so to develop; that sex in mankind is a 
matter of the entire body, of all glands — not merely of the sex glands. 
The result is that 100 per cent female "women," and 100 per cent male 
"men" seldom exist. The second thesis is that from very early primi- 
tive times the sex control of mankind has been by taboos, so that sex 
has been handicapped in its biological operation, resulting in dysgenic 
social development. The third is that in order to meet the changed 
conditions of modern life we must have a new social control, if mankind 
is biologically to develop or even to hold its own. 

The book is prepared with every mark of the modern library research 
method of an unusually high grade. It should be read, or rather studied, 
by all university students, because it affords clearly and simply the 
scientific basis for a new education toward homes fruitful with children. 

It seems to me I can best stimulate a proper interest in this study 
by presenting a few pertinent quotations. They are excellent texts for 
the book, and, besides, I heartily indorse their teaching points: 

It becomes apparent that for the half of the female element in a savage 
society possessing the most vigor and initiative to turn away from reproduction 
would in the long run be fatal to the group. Yet this is what occurs in large 
measure in modern civilized society. Reproduction is .... non-competitive, 

.... and offers no material rewards So with growing individualism, 

in the half of the race which can both bear children and compete in the social 
activities offering rewards, i.e., the women who are specialized to the former 
and adapted to the latter, there is a growing tendency among the most suc- 
cessful, individualized strains, to choose the social and eschew the biological 
functions. Racial degeneration is the result [pp. 1 14-15]. 

Since reproduction is a group, not an individual, necessity, whatever 
economic burden it entails must eventually be assumed by society and divided 



